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                Tuesday, January 15, 2008

Only two weeks into the New Year, Republican Assembly Speaker Mike Huebsch says there's no time left in 2008 for the Assembly to pass comprehensive health care reform or a statewide smoking ban in public places. He also says he's not sure there's time to bother with campaign finance reform, which would help address the problems behind those other issues.

 
Dealing with such issues would be a strain for a crew who met only 20 days in 2007 and is scheduled to meet sporadically between now and the end of May and then take off the rest of the year. By the way, legislators are paid $47,413 a year. When they are in Madison on business, those who live outside Dane County also get $88 a day in living expenses; legislators who live in Dane County get $44 a day.

Sadly, the real reason is they don't want to approve any public policy that irritates big business and other well-heeled special interests that will spend millions of dollars on campaign contributions to legislators and nasty advertising and other outside electioneering activities between now and the November 2008 elections.

If you need proof, it's no secret how business, manufacturing and other wealthy special interests feel about major health care reform.

Huebsch also says the proposed statewide smoking ban in public places faces an "uphill battle in this house and in the Senate." No wonder. The 52-member Assembly Republican majority has accepted $132,845, or an average of $2,555 each, from tavern owners from 2003 through 2006.

Only in the political arena do cutting work and accomplishing less get you more money and improve your job security.

Posted by Michael Buelow at 9:32 AM

1 comment:

	[bookmark: c8652304135908645787] Anonymous said...
	
Your blog is very informative. However, Keeping the money balance and to avoid pressure is pretty hard task but your post and experienced serve and teach me how to handle and make it more simple and manageable.

Thanks for the tips... Best regards.


	  7/2/08, 3:25 AM 
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        Five Things You Can Do...    
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203 South Paterson Street, Suite 100

Madison, WI 53703

Phone 608.255.4260

wisdc@wisdc.org

Wisconsin Democracy Campaign is working for a real democracy that allows the common good to prevail over narrow interests. We track the money in state politics and fight for campaign finance and other democracy reforms. WDC is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, and charitable contributions supporting our work are fully tax deductible when you itemize.
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